
Spring 2020

A letter from our Co-Executive Directors

Like others in Nebraska, and around the world, early childhood educators are
experiencing something that we never thought we’d see, and certainly weren’t
prepared for, a worldwide pandemic called Coronavirus/Covid 19. As we are all
learning how to navigate through this challenging time, we know that many of you are
probably experiencing a wide variety of emotions: fear, anxiety, worry, anger, guilt,
and on and on and on. We want you to know that you are not alone! Even if we can’t
be with you in person, our hearts are with you and we are sending you giant, virtual
hugs! In this newsletter, we wanted to share with you our current work in response to
this pandemic, and share some resources with you that might be helpful as we move
through this extraordinary time in our lives. While many of our projects and initiatives
are still operational, the delivery of these services looks different. Our staff continue to
work daily to meet the needs of the participants in our projects, our members, our
funders, and the broader early childhood community. We are particularly concerned
about the short, and long term, effects this crisis is having on child care programs,
providers, children and families across our state and are working closely with our local
and statewide partners to find solutions for these issues. Regardless of whether you are
working from home, working in child care programs, or not able to work at this time,
we encourage you to stay connected with each other. In the words of Brené Brown,
author and professor, “sometimes the bravest and most important thing you can do is
just show up”. So we encourage you to “show up” ~ for your coworkers, your friends,
your community and especially for YOURSELF! We are all in this together, and we’ll
get through this together!



COVID-19 Response

Courageous Conversations Zoom calls: http://www.nebraskaaeyc.org/courageous-
conversations.html
 
Community Response: Immediately following the governor’s executive order to
expand child care, a group of local and statewide agencies began meeting daily to
address this, and the broader needs & concerns of child care across the state. Nebraska
AEYC has been part of this conversation from the beginning.
 
The initial work of the group centered around how to identify programs that had
closed, those that were still open, which programs are willing to accept new children,
etc. A survey was created, and recently sent out to all licensed child care programs.
You can find the survey here:
https://unleducation.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9N1XbDCMaYxphqd
In the coming days, members of the team will be calling programs who have not
returned the survey. Additionally, a new website is being created for providers to
indicate their child care openings, and for parents to search for child care. As soon as
this is ready to roll, the team will push it out publicly.
 
The group is also focused on providing some emergency financial support to child care
programs and, as of last week, sent out an application for “emergency funding”. The
group will continue to look for additional funders to support the needs of providers, as
the request for funding will most likely exceed the dollars available.
http://www.firstfivenebraska.org/blog/article/nebraska-child-care-provider-relief-
fund#.XpXIUkBKjct
 
Finally, the group is working on how best to help programs who are struggling to
purchase enough toiletries and cleaning supplies for their program needs (given the
restrictions on numbers of items that can be bought at one time, and limited supply of
many items). They’ve been talking with the Nebraska Grocers Association about
possible solutions to this problem. It sounds like local grocery stores (not Walmart’s,
Sam’ Clubs, Targets, etc) are willing to work with providers to order items specifically
for them. Local Health Departments are working may be able to provide a letter
confirming the program’s need for additional items. The provider needs to call the
grocery store manager personally to set this up. More to come on that effort!
 
Additionally, Nebraska AEYC signed on as a supporter to a letter written by NAEYC
which will be sent to all state governors: https://www.naeyc.org/resources/blog/saving-
child-care?
fbclid=IwAR3KVbe8hBPCkys2sIaE8O5SrfsaHYXtE4Y9t04cqs3OaNYds8F7dH6Pqw
c

Invite to Letter Writing Campaign

Nebraska AEYC invites you engage in an advocacy opportunity to support child care
in Nebraska.

In the coming days, the National Association for the Education of Young Children

http://www.nebraskaaeyc.org/courageous-conversations.html
https://unleducation.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9N1XbDCMaYxphqd
http://www.firstfivenebraska.org/blog/article/nebraska-child-care-provider-relief-fund#.XpXIUkBKjct
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.naeyc.org%2Fresources%2Fblog%2Fsaving-child-care%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3KVbe8hBPCkys2sIaE8O5SrfsaHYXtE4Y9t04cqs3OaNYds8F7dH6Pqwc&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6dab7682af974a166c2908d7e056ad15%7Ce361bda86d834ea58e79d0228303249e%7C0%7C0%7C637224535190096796&sdata=uH53XEqsWZTUkhIs%2FlIgujjXbG8VdQ4UPhwdwA5OpUw%3D&reserved=0


(NAEYC) will be sending out a letter to all Governors across the country encouraging
them to use the new CCDBG federal funds through the CARES Act to get immediate
financial support to child care providers. In this letter, NAEYC lays out a specific
roadmap for relief and recovery that can be tailored to a specific state’s needs.

We encourage you to send a letter, or an email, to Governor Ricketts, asking him to
give child care the investment, time, attention, and creativity required to get through
this crisis and help our state get back on its feet. To learn more about this invitation
click here.

COVID-19 Resources

We want to make sure you are receiving correct and relevant information in this time of
uncertainty. Below are some links to websites that are to keep you informed about the
virus.

Local Resources
Nebraska Children
Nebraska Children-Child Care Provider Resources
Lincoln Littles-Early Child Care Provider Resources
First Five Nebraska
United Way Response Resource Guide
Nebraska Department of Labor
Department of Health and Human Services
DHHS-Child Care Providers-FAQ

Federal Resources
Center for Disease Control
World Health Organization
Coronavirus.gov
Administration for Children and Families

Below are links to resources for parents and professionals to keep kids engaged and
learning during this time at home.

UNL-A Beautiful Day
NAEYC Resources
NET Learn at Home
PBS PreK-12 Resources
PBS KIDS Daily Newsletter
Sesame Street
Meet the Helpers-how to talk to your kids about Coronavirus
Zero to Three-Resources for Professionals

Resources from NAEYC for Child Care Providers and Programs
Paycheck Protection Program (PPP)
Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL)

https://files.constantcontact.com/12664ef3201/d5d75430-e4a9-4968-af47-96fbbc85bf09.pdf
https://www.nebraskachildren.org/childcare-providers-covid-19-information-and-resources.html
https://www.nebraskachildren.org/childcare-providers-covid-19-information-and-resources.html
https://sites.google.com/view/lincolnlittlescovid19/home
http://www.firstfivenebraska.org/blog/article/covid-19-daily-digest#.XoSoVW5OkWo
http://www.unitedwaylincoln.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-19-Resources-WEBSITE.pdf
https://www.dol.nebraska.gov/
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://dhhs.ne.gov/Documents/COVID-19 CFS FAQ.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019
https://www.coronavirus.gov/
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/coronavirus
https://cehs.unl.edu/abeautifulday/
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/topics/covid-19
http://netnebraska.org/basic-page/learning-services/learn-home
https://net.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/emergency-closings-collection/
https://www.pbs.org/parents/pbskidsdaily?source=fb&fbclid=IwAR3WmPXYyofgdubFGLBWGcuAa4NMrsKpYA8XwNts9WakColBYWkXQIXO4Cg
https://www.sesamestreet.org/caring
https://www.meetthehelpers.org/meet-the-helpers-coronavirus/?fbclid=IwAR3njNkiJsollBgRwbRcX-HtC4K5XZxS5PzYwOjw-BajwLwqNGDwILVI-k8
https://www.zerotothree.org/
https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/downloads/PDFs/resources/topics/naeyc_ppp_for_child_care.final.pdf
https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/downloads/PDFs/resources/topics/naeyc_eidl_for_child_care.pdf


Check out our latest posts!

Check us out on Facebook and Twitter to stay up to date on current Nebraska AEYC
events, activities, and ideas!

Stay Connected
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