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New Nebraska AEYC Board Members

We are excited to welcome four new Board Members
and two new Chapter Representatives!

Quentin Brown; Lincoln - Board Member

Adam Feser; Lincoln - Board Member

Carrie Gottschalk; Seward - Board Member

Jenny Wallinger; Lincoln - Board Member

Rietta Glesmann; Omaha - Chapter Representative

Melissa LaRue; Lincoln - Chapter Representative

For a full list of Nebraska AEYC Board Members go to
http://www.nebraskaaeyc.org/-board-of-directors.html

NAEYC Public Policy Forum

New Nebraska
AEYC

Members!

Kristina Tucker
Meggan Messersmith
Jenny Wallinger
Joan Luebbers
Dawn Tedmon
Elizabeth Herbert
Libbie Puncochar
Allison Sayers
Susie Rensch
Erin Branch
Elizabeth Shotkoski

http://www.nebraskaaeyc.org/-board-of-directors.html


Each year Nebraska AEYC sends a state team to
Washington D.C. to meet with representatives and
discuss policies and opportunities important to Early
Childhood professionals in Nebraska. This year
NAEYC's Public Policy Forum will be held completely
online allowing us to attend with the largest group to
date. Starting on Sunday, February 28 our group,
along with other state teams, will participate in a range
of expert policy briefings, guest speakers, and skill-
building breakout sessions, providing many
opportunities for networking and learning. During the
week our team will also attend virtual Congressional
visits with Nebraska's Congressional Representatives.
Every day, you work to prepare our next generation of
leaders, supporting children, families, educators, and
communities. We know exactly why an investment in
early childhood education matters—and why early
childhood educators are the key to success. And it is
our job to make sure our elected officials know it too. 

For more information go to
https://www.naeyc.org/events/policy-forum/.

Ongoing COVID-19 Resources

Information and resources are still emerging regarding
COVID-19. Check out Nebraska Children and Families
Foundation for a list of resources specific to Childcare
Providers including FAQs, Cleaning and Disinfectants,
Supporting Children and Families, and much more!

Distinguished Service to Children Award

We are currently accepting nominations for the
Nebraska AEYC Distinguished Service to Children
Award. If you know a Nebraskan who has done
exemplary work to promote the rights, services, status
and programs for/of children consider nominating them
for this award! Click here to download the nomination
form. For a list of previous winners and more
information click here!

Program Spotlight!
Infant/Toddler Quality Initiative

A few quick facts about Infant/Toddler
Quality Initiative (ITQI):

ITQI provides professional development
opportunities to home-based and center-based

Melissa Cardon

**NAEYC is experiencing
some technical difficulties
with the membership portal.
If you are a new member
but are not listed above we
will be sure to include any
missing members on a
future newsletter!

Membership Benefits!

As a member benefit,
Nebraska AEYC members
may use our website to post
job/position openings within
their programs. Any
member can send us an
early childhood job vacancy
and we'll post it on this site.

The information must meet
the following criteria:
*Be submitted by a current
member of Nebraska AEYC
and include the membership
number.
*Have a job description
ready for posting and
converted into a pdf file.

To get your job vacancy
posted, visit
http://www.NebraskaAEYC.
org/job-opportunities.html
and complete the Job
Posting Form and email it
with a pdf document about
your position to:
tgordon@NebraskaAEYC.o
rg

Step up to Quality is the
Nebraska Early Childhood
Quality Rating and
Improvement System
(QRIS). A QRIS is a way to
evaluate, support, and
improve the level of quality
in early childhood care and
education settings.

https://www.naeyc.org/events/policy-forum/
https://www.nebraskachildren.org/childcare-providers-covid-19-information-and-resources.html
https://files.constantcontact.com/12664ef3201/203697b6-7b8e-4b3d-a5aa-27dd972d65c7.pdf
http://www.nebraskaaeyc.org/recognitionsawards.html
http://www.nebraskaaeyc.org/job-opportunities.html
mailto:tgordon@nebraskaaeyc.org


partners including:
Professional development training
regular coaching/mentoring
a classroom observation that identifies
areas of strength and opportunities for
growth.

Benefits of ITQI include:
Individual on-site coaching/mentoring with
an experienced early childhood
professional.
Funds to purchase materials for program
quality improvement such as books,
storage, equipment, and toys.
Child care partners may also receive
access to professional development,
technical assistance, and information
about community-based resources.

To learn more, visit
http://www.nebraskaaeyc.org/infanttoddler-quality-
initiative.html

Looking for virtual training opportunities and
in-service hours?

Check out the Nebraska Early Learning Connection's
training calendar. Click here and find an opportunity for
you!

Check out our latest posts!

Find us on Facebook and Twitter to stay up to date on
current Nebraska AEYC events, activities, and ideas!

Stay Connected

 ​  ​  ​

Below is a list of 5-star
quality rated programs in
Nebraska from Step Up to
Quality ordered
alphabetically as of
February 10, 2021:

ABC, 123 CHILD
CARE owned by
BRANDY PRICE
Pierce, NE

ALPINE VILLAGE
COMMUNITY
DAYCARE
Verdigre, NE

ANGIE'S ANGELS
owned by ANGELICA
JOHNSON
Kearney, NE

CHASE, KIMBERLY
Papillion, NE

FITS & GIGGLES
Norfolk, NE

FITS & GIGGLES,
TOO!
Norfolk, NE

IOWA TRIBAL
LEARNING CENTER
owned by NATIVE
AMERICAN FAMILY
SERVICES, INC
Rulo, NE

KIDS CAN
COMMUNITY CENTER
Omaha, NE

KPS BRIGHT
FUTURES TODDLER
PRESCHOOL
Kearney, NE

LITTLE ANGEL
PLAYSCHOOL owned
by JENNIFER
BAUMANN
Chadron, NE

LITTLE g CHILD CARE
owned by JOLEEN
CONWAY
Chadron, NE

LITTLE GOONIES
DAYCARE owned by
SANDRA CAMPA
Kearney, NE

http://www.nebraskaaeyc.org/infanttoddler-quality-initiative.html
https://necprs.ne.gov/training-public
https://www.facebook.com/NeAEYC
https://twitter.com/neaeyc
https://www.pinterest.com/NebraskaAEYC/


LITTLE SPROUTS
CHILD CARE owned
by DENITA JULIUS
Chadron, NE

MORNING STAR
PRESCHOOL & CHILD
CARE CENTER owned
by MORNING STAR
EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Omaha, NE

NATALIE'S DAYCARE
owned by NATALIE
HANNA
Kearney, NE

NATURE AND
NURTURE FAMILY
CHILD CARE owned
by JENIFER NELSON
Omaha, NE

PAC 2 CENTER
Hastings, NE

RASMUSSEN,
MICHELLE
Omaha, NE

SPLASH OF COLOR
CHILD CARE owned
by MARIAH STOWE
Lincoln, NE

STONEY'S HOME
DAYCARE owned by
STONEY
STRAATMANN
Hastings, NE

TENTINGER, ANN
MARIE
Wayne, NE

UNIVERSITY OF
NEBRASKA-LINCOLN
CHILDREN'S CENTER
Lincoln, NE

WESTMINSTER CHILD
CARE/PRESCHOOL
Lincoln, NE

Nebraska AEYC, Inc. 650 J Street, Suite 23, Lincoln, NE 68508
Tracy Gordon * Executive Director * tgordon@NebraskaAEYC.org * 402-476-2089


