
Summer 2020

Leadership Academy Graduates!

14 early childhood professionals from various locations in
Nebraska recently completed the Leadership Academy’s
2019-2020 session. Each cohort met monthly and discussed
topics that included Authentic Leadership, Core Values,
Emotional Intelligence, Active Listening, Strengths Based
Leadership and Leadership in Early Childhood. As part of
their monthly “homework”, participants completed several
self-assessments and discussed results with one another. We
certainly had a unique year, as we were unable to meet in
person the last half of the year, instead meeting virtually. As
the true leaders they are, participants took the changes in
stride and smoothly transitioned to a new format. We
celebrated completion of the Leadership Academy together
but distanced, with each leader opening their own “party in a
box” including favors, candy, books and certificates.

The graduates are:

Lincoln/York
Kasey Klucas ~ Administrative Floater ~ Fingerprints CDC
Jennifer Whitted ~ Education Officer ~ Blue Valley
Community Action Partnership

New Summer 2020
Nebraska AEYC

Members!

Peggy Vetter
Julie Simmons
Lori Ransen
Emily Knapton
Rose Mull
Jessica Russell
Danita Stanton
Karla Bohl
Andrea Baker
Teresa Hawks
Ashley York
Clara Thoene
Fatima Shirley



Sarah Reinke ~ Program Director ~ Willard Community
Center
Carlee Beaver ~ Owner ~ Little Cubs Daycare

Columbus
Melissa Bishop ~ Melissa's Miles of Smiles
Alicia Lopez ~ Alicia's Daycare
Lagina Kozak ~ Lit'l Darlings
Freedom Augustin ~ Freedom Augustin's Daycare
Shannon Stutzman ~ Stutzman's Daycare
Barb Kimberling ~ The Giggle Clubhouse

North Platte
Angela Blaesi ~ Angela's Daycare
Jennifer Koubek ~ Koubek Family Child Care
Holly Crouse ~ Trucks N Tiaras Family Child Care
Amanda Hastings ~ Lil Monkeys

To find out more about the Nebraska AEYC Leadership
Academy click here.

Elevate20 is LIVE! Join in a virtual professional
development opportunity - online and on-demand at your
convenience. Participants are eligible for 4 in-service credit
hours. Click here for more information!

Register Now!

The 2020 Thriving Children, Families and
Communities Conference

Tami Worthington
Brad Stauffer
Alexandra Dillon
Fabiola Dimas
Andrew Boone
Danielle Frank
Karen Vontz
Amy Mart
Susie Goodro
Amy Richards
Deena Gibson
Mindy Irvine
Noel Petersen
Jazmin Esquivel
Katrina Kathol
McKayla Eisenhauer
Morgan Flood
Cassandra Hurst
Madison Mumm
Breanna Stout
Shelbey White
Nikki Wieberdink
Anne Loudenback
Elizabeth Aring
Nicole Buchholz
Melanie Dunsmore
Julie Fox
Sara Planck
Jean Bourgeois
Stacy Simmerman
Sharon Stockwell
Kristie Crouse
Jennifer Ames

Membership Benefits!

As a member benefit, Nebraska
AEYC members may use our
website to post job/position
openings within their
programs. Any member can
send us an early childhood job
vacancy and we'll post it on
this site.

The information must meet the
following criteria:
*Be submitted by a current
member of Nebraska AEYC
and include the membership
number.
*Have a job description ready
for posting and converted into
a pdf file.

To get your job vacancy
posted, visit

http://www.nebraskaaeyc.org/leadership-academy.html
https://elevate.nebraskaearly.org/
https://elevate.nebraskaearly.org/register/


Monday, September 14, 2020

Register NOW for the Thriving Children, Families, and
Communities Conference. The day will be full of virtual
learning, sharing, and planning as community leaders from
across Nebraska come together to focus on high-quality
early childhood education and its connection to economic
development and community vitality.

Register here!

Ongoing COVID-19 Resources

Information and resources are still emerging regarding
COVID-19. Check out Nebraska Children and Families
Foundation for a list of resources specific to Childcare
Providers including FAQs, Cleaning and Disinfectants,
Supporting Children and Families, and much more!

Election day is on Tuesday, November 3rd!
Are you registered to vote?

To find the list of statewide candidates,
the official 2020 calendar, and more,
click here.

Distinguished Service to Children Award

Congratulations to Gina Sandoz and Penny Gildea, the 2020
recipients of the Nebraska AEYC Distinguished Service to
Children Award! To learn more about the significance of
this award click here!

http://www.NebraskaAEYC.or
g/job-opportunities.html and
complete the Job Posting Form
and email it with a pdf
document about your position
to:
tgordon@NebraskaAEYC.org

Step up to Quality is the
Nebraska Early Childhood
Quality Rating and
Improvement System (QRIS).
A QRIS is a way to evaluate,
support, and improve the level
of quality in early childhood
care and education settings.

Below is a list of 5-star quality
rated programs in Nebraska
from Step Up to Quality
ordered alphabetically by city:

LORI'S DAYCARE
OWNED BY LORI
RETZLAFF
Chadron, NE

LITTLE ANGEL
PLAYSCHOOL
OWNED BY JENNIFER
BAUMANN
Chadron, NE

LITTLE g CHILD
CARE OWNED BY
JOLEEN CONWAY
Chadron, NE

LITTLE SPROUTS
CHILD CARE OWNED
BY DENITA JULIUS
Chadron, NE

KRYSTAL HOLMES
CHILD CARE OWNED
BY KRYSTAL
HOLMES
Falls City, NE

PAC 2 CENTER
Hastings, NE

STONEY'S HOME
DAYCARE OWNED
BY STONEY
STRAATMANN
Kearney, NE

https://buffettinstitute.nebraska.edu/news-and-events/events/2020-thriving-children-families-and-communities-conference
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eh6vm6u63dd70b5d&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://www.nebraskachildren.org/childcare-providers-covid-19-information-and-resources.html
https://sos.nebraska.gov/elections/2020-elections
http://www.nebraskaaeyc.org/recognitionsawards.html
http://www.nebraskaaeyc.org/job-opportunities.html
mailto:tgordon@nebraskaaeyc.org


Tracy Gordon (left), Gina Sandoz (right)

Penny Gildea (2nd row from the top, 2nd column)

Child Care WAGE$® Nebraska

A few quick Child Care WAGE$®
Nebraska Programs facts:

The program is designed to

ANGIE'S ANGELS
OWNED BY
ANGELICA JOHNSON
Kearney, NE

KPS BRIGHT
FUTURES TODDLER
PRESCHOOL
Kearney, NE

LITTLE GOONIES
DAYCARE OWNED
BY SANDRA CAMPA
Kearney, NE

NATALIE'S DAYCARE
OWNED BY NATALIE
HANNA
Kearney, NE

WESTMINSTER
CHILD
CARE/PRESCHOOL
Lincoln, NE

UNIVERSITY OF
NEBRASKA-LINCOLN
CHILDREN'S CENTER
Lincoln, NE

SPLASH OF COLOR
CHILD CARE OWNED
BY MARIAH STOWE
Lincoln, NE

FITS & GIGGLES
Norfolk, NE

FITS & GIGGLES
DAYCARE, TOO!
Norfolk, NE

RASMUSSEN,
MICHELLE
Omaha, NE

MORNING STAR
PRESCHOOL &
CHILD CARE
CENTER OWNED BY
MORNING STAR
EVANGELICAL
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Omaha, NE

NATURE AND
NURTURE FAMILY
CENTER OWNED BY
JENNIFER NELSON
Omaha, NE

KIDS CAN
COMMUNITY
CENTER



increase retention, education,
and compensation of the early
childhood workforce.
Salary supplement amounts are
tied to the recipient's level of
education.
It is a pilot program that is currently only offered to
Family Child Care Providers with plans to expand to
all early childhood educators working in classrooms
with children ages birth to five.

To learn more, visit www.nebraskaaeyc.org, or contact our
WAGE$ Counselor, Julie Warford, at 402-858-5143 or
wages@nebraskaaeyc.org.

Congratulations to these newly accredited or re-
accredited NAEYC Programs!

James R. Russell Child Development Center, Omaha,
NE
Oakdale Early Childhood Center, Omaha, NE
Lincoln Public Schools Early Childhood at Arnold,
Lincoln, NE
Lincoln Public Schools Early Childhood at
Prescott/Calvert/Rousseau, Lincoln, NE
Lincoln Public Schools Early Childhood at
Belmont/Fredstrom, Lincoln, NE
Lincoln Public Schools Early Childhood at
Elliott/Hartlet/Clinton, Lincoln, NE
Lincoln Public Schools Early Childhood at
Cavett/Adams/Hill, Lincoln, NE
Rockbrook Early Childhood Center, Omaha, NE
KinderCare Learning Center, Lincoln, NE

Click here to find out more about NAEYC Accreditation.

Looking for virtual training opportunities and in-
service hours?

Check out the Nebraska Early Learning Connection's
training calendar. Click here and find an opportunity for
you!

Omaha, NE

CHASE, KIMBERLY
Papillion, NE

ABC, 123 CHILD CARE
OWNED BY BRANDY
PRICE
Pierce, NE

IOWA TRIBAL
LEARNING CENTER
OWNED BY NATIVE
AMERICAN FAMILY
SERVICES, INC
Rulo, NE

http://www.nebraskaaeyc.org/child-care-wagereg.html
mailto:wages@nebraskaaeyc.org
https://www.naeyc.org/accreditation/early-learning-program-accreditation
https://necprs.ne.gov/training-public


Check out our latest posts!

Check us out on Facebook and Twitter to stay up to date on
current Nebraska AEYC events, activities, and ideas!

Stay Connected

 ​  ​  ​

Nebraska AEYC, Inc. 650 J Street, Suite 23, Lincoln, NE 68508
Tracy Gordon * Executive Director * tgordon@NebraskaAEYC.org * 402-476-2089

https://www.facebook.com/NeAEYC
https://twitter.com/neaeyc
https://www.pinterest.com/NebraskaAEYC/

