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WELCOME!
On behalf of the Nebraska Association for the Education of Young Children, Inc. (Nebraska AEYC) staff and Board
of Directors, we would like to welcome you to the 2014-2015 Nebraska AEYC Annual Report.
Nebraska AEYC is committed to supporting high quality early childhood education for young children in the state
of Nebraska. In order to best carry out our mission, we focus on three important aspects that are essential to the
field of early childhood education: Education, Leadership, and Advocacy.
T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® NEBRASKA continues to be a strong, vibrant, and growing project with over 1,170
credits earned by scholarship recipients across the state this past year. The commitment of these early childhood
educators working towards degree completion is amazing!
Our newest initiative, the Nebraska AEYC Leadership Academy, was a huge success. The opportunity to be part of
the personal leadership development of these early childhood leaders was inspirational and we look forward to
the opportunity to grow and expand this project in the future!
2014-2015 saw increased awareness and support for the importance of quality early childhood education. To build
on this growing enthusiasm, Nebraska AEYC, in partnership with other invested organizations, hosted the
Nebraska Celebrates the Young Child Day to educate, inspire, and lead our future early childhood advocates.
And, finally, all of this work could not happen without the generosity and passion of those who support our
organization, including; our members, community funders, individual donors, and the numerous individuals who
select Nebraska AEYC as the recipient of their workplace giving funds.
Thank you!

Crystal Kozak, Board President

Brandee Lengel, Co-Executive Director

Tracy Gordon, Co-Executive Director

“Every child deserves a champion –an adult who will never
give up on them, who understands the power of connection
and insists that they become the best that they can possibly be.”
-Rita Pierson
Join Us! Nebraska Association for the Education of Young Children (Nebraska AEYC) is the
state affiliate of the National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).
Nebraska AEYC is committed to supporting and strengthening the field of early childhood education.
Please join us in membership and work toward a better tomorrow for all children.
More information about Nebraska AEYC and how to become a member can be found at www.NebraskaAEYC.org
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Donations

2014-2015
Nebraska AEYC Board of Directors

Nebraska AEYC would like to thank the following
individuals that donated to the organization during this
fiscal year:
Jaime Cartwright
Kyle Cartwright
Gina DeFreece
Tonia Durden
Patricia M. Enevoldsen
Randall Gordon
Tracy Gordon
Michelle Howell Smith
James King
Sarah Ann Kotchian
Brandee Lengel
Kim Loth

Penny Berger
Jo Braun
Tonia Durden
Ashley Hughes
Shelley Kahrs
Sarah Ann Kotchian
Crystal Kozak

Jennifer Manning
Linda Maslowski
Erin Mason
Lynn Murray Smith
Dylan Naranjo
Dan Staehr
Roger A. Van Laningham
Jennifer M. Wagner
Dale A. Wallman
Julie Warford
David Wysong
Anonymous

Erin Mason
Linda Maslowski
Michelle Rupiper
Amanda Sorensen
Shauntel Vaughn
Janeen Ward
Kathy Zadina

Nebraska AEYC is proud to participate in the
following workplace giving campaigns.

Recognition
Congratulations to the following dedicated
professionals who received awards from
Nebraska AEYC this year.

“Anyone who does anything to help
a child in his life is a hero to me. ”
-Fred Rogers

Linda Zinke
2015 Distinguished Service to Children Award

Rebecca Dingwell
2015 Linda Zinke Emerging Leadership Award

2014-2015 funding for
Nebraska AEYC programs provided by:

Nebraska AEYC Staff
Brandee Lengel, Co-Executive Director
Tracy Gordon, Co-Executive Director
Jennifer Manning, Finance Manager
Sarah Lowe, Administrative Assistant
Julie Warford, T.E.A.C.H. Counselor

Nebraska Department of Education
Nebraska Department of Health & Human Services
Early Childhood Services
Nebraska Children & Families Foundation
Buffett Early Childhood Fund
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Nebraska AEYC Leadership Academy
The purpose of the Leadership Academy is to increase the knowledge, skills, and abilities of early childhood
education program administrators (child care center directors or family child care home providers) with the
expectation that they become more confident and competent leaders in their programs and the overall early
childhood community. These administrators will be better equipped to lead their programs through program quality
improvements, work to establish sustainable change in their programs, provide leadership to the field of early
childhood education, and provide opportunities within their communities to support the needs of children, families,
and other early childhood educators.

2014-2015
Leadership Academy
Highlights

9 Child Care Center Directors
3 Cohorts
 Grand Island
 Lincoln/Beatrice
 Columbus

6 out of the 9 directors
had 5+ years of experience

“I felt it was a great opportunity to take a step back and think about my leadership skills and the impact
that it has on my program, staff, and families that I serve. “ -Leadership Academy Participant

Affiliates/Chapters

Affiliates/Chapters/Student Groups:

Nebraska AEYC operates a robust system of Affiliate/Chapter
networks providing resources, support, and networking
opportunities for members across the state of Nebraska. The
purpose of Nebraska AEYC Affiliates/Chapters is to serve and
act on behalf of the needs, rights, and well-being of all young
children and their families, with special emphasis on
developmental and educational services and resources and
fostering the growth and development of the membership in
their work with, and on behalf of, young children. Many
Affiliates/Chapters of Nebraska AEYC offer professional
development opportunities, Week of the Young Child events,
local advocacy efforts, and networking experiences to their
local early childhood communities.
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Omaha AEYC Affiliate
Lincoln AEYC Affiliate
Kearney Chapter of Nebraska AEYC
High Plains Chapter of Nebraska AEYC
Columbus Chapter of Nebraska AEYC
Northeast Chapter of Nebraska AEYC
Southeast Chapter of Nebraska AEYC
SCC Student Group
UNL Student Group
Doane College Student Group
Peru State College Student Group

Early Childhood Toxic Environments

Nebraska Celebrates the Young Child

Nebraska AEYC, with support from the Nebraska Department
of Health & Human Services and the Lincoln/Lancaster County
Health Department, created and distributed information and
tools to improve health and safety practices on the topic of
toxic stress and toxic environments within licensed child care
and preschools in Nebraska. 100 norovirus kits and 150 bleach
kits were created and distributed statewide.

Nebraska AEYC partnered with other statewide
organizations to host the 2015 Nebraska
Celebrates the Young Child Day. The keynote
address was delivered by Dr. Sam Meisels,
founding Executive Director of the Buffett Early
Childhood Institute and was followed by a
presentation of current legislative bills and an
overview of the legislative process. During
lunch, participants were able to hear from a
panel of current Nebraska Senators. In the
afternoon, participants walked to the State
Capitol for guided tours, listened to floor debate
and visited Senator's offices.

“The kits are so self explanatory that it proved to be
an easy teaching tool that will now be used to train all
new employees on their first day of orientation.”
-Survey respondent from Toxicity Project

Pyramid/Rooted in Relationships
Nebraska AEYC partnered with the Nebraska Children and
Families Foundation to bring the Rooted in Relationships
Pyramid Implementation Project to eleven center based
classrooms and one family child care home in Lincoln. The
project includes professional development, individual teacher
coaching, individual child assessment, and access to grants for
additional materials.

Infant/Toddler Early Head Start Quality Initiative
Through a partnership with Community Action Partnership of
Lancaster & Saunders Counties , NE Department of Education,
and NE Department Health & Human Services, Nebraska AEYC
worked with ten child care center teachers and their
directors in this project, providing coaching and supplies to
enhance the quality of the program in which they work.

Quality Enhancement Project (QEP)
The goal of the QEP project is to improve quality in early
childhood settings through assessment, coaching, supplies,
and training. In this project, family child care providers
worked closely with a coach to assess the current status of
their program, develop a Quality Improvement Plan, purchase
additional classroom supplies, and identify needed training
and support. Ten family child care providers in Omaha
participated in QEP last year.
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“The opportunity for education
should begin at birth. ”
-James Heckman

For more detailed information about our
programs and services, visit our website at:

www.NebraskaAEYC.org

T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® NEBRASKA
T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® NEBRASKA is a statewide scholarship program
designed to help early childhood teachers, family child care providers, and
directors meet their professional development goals through formal higher
education, while continuing their current employment in early childhood
settings. T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® is a nationally licensed program from
Child Care Services Association in North Carolina. T.E.A.C.H. Early
Childhood® NEBRASKA began in 2001.

“Without the scholarship I would've chosen to do something instead of early childhood and I'm so glad
that I received the scholarship because I know I am where I need to be.” -T.E.A.C.H. Scholarship Recipient

2014-2015 Program Highlights

108 Total Participants

1,173

72 Associate Degree
36 Bachelor Degree credits earned

6%-7%
increase in salary for
Associate Degree
teachers

Average age
of recipient is:
35 years old

“I think this program is outstanding!
Our teachers are very fortunate
to have this opportunity!”
- Sponsoring Child Care Program

Average GPA 3.3 (B)
80 child care

29% of recipients
are minorities
Average turnover for students:
1% Associate Degree
6% Bachelor Degree

programs sponsored
a T.E.A.C.H. recipient
this year, including

23 family child
care providers

Scholarship ҉ Education ҉ Compensation ҉ Commitment
All credits converted to semester credit hours. Data taken from 2014-2015 annual report to the T.E.A.C.H. National Center.
T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® NEBRASKA is a licensed program of Child Care Services Association.
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7 T.E.A.C.H. scholarship recipients

T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® NEBRASKA
2014-2015 Advisory Committee
Jane Franklin
Sue Jensen
Julie Jones-Branch
Diane Lewis
Ivette (Pena) Kinney

graduated this year!

Paula Thompson
Roxanne Vipond
Nicole Vint
Janeen Ward
Tracy Wright

Associate Degrees
Bachelor Degrees

“Lower educational expectations for early childhood
educators perpetuate the perception that less expertise is
required to teach children birth –five years of age
than children five-eight years of age.”
-2015 Buffett Early Childhood Institute Conference

Average credits
completed per
contract (year):

100%
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2014-2015 funding for
T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood®
NEBRASKA provided by:

of participants and sponsoring
programs would recommend
T.E.A.C.H. to other people.
7

Nebraska Department of Education
Nebraska Department of Health & Human Services
Early Childhood Services
Buffett Early Childhood Fund

Nebraska AEYC
650 J Street, Suite 23
Lincoln, NE 68508
www.NebraskaAEYC.org

