
T.E.A.C.H. Student Spotlight 
 

Callie Schilz graduated at the end of the Fall 2015 term with her Associate of Arts in Early Childhood 
Education degree from Western Nebraska Community College in Scottsbluff. Callie is a full time teacher 
for 0-2 year old children at Kid’s Corner CDC, a child care program in Sidney. She is also a wife and 
mother of three.  
 
Callie was first awarded a T.E.A.C.H. scholarship in the Spring 2010 term. She completed 47 credits on 
the semester system at Western Nebraska Community College while working full time in Sidney for her 
sponsoring child care program.  
 
Callie says, “T.E.A.CH. has allowed me to pursue a stronger future for myself as well as for my family. I'm 
not going to say that being a wife, mother, having a full time job while taking classes is an easy task, but 
T.E.A.C.H. has made it possible by understanding the importance of Early Childhood Education and 
making it a one or two classes at a time task that was manageable. Over these past few years, as I look 
back, I have been able to prove to my children and family that even Moms can and should put getting a 
higher education high on the list of things to accomplish. I started college in 1997 only to quit after 
pregnancy and marriage, with the thought of "I will finish when things settle down." Guess what? That 
never happened and I eventually lived with the thought of never having a college degree.  
I started working in early childhood in 2004 and in 2006 learned of the T.E.A.C.H. Scholarship. In 2007 I 
started taking classes 1 or 2 per semester and am proud to say that my daughter is graduating high 
school on the same weekend that my college graduation is being held this year.  
It means a lot to know that my hard work is still helping me to become a more successful parent at 
home and a successful caregiver in my career.  
Being able to receive the T.E.A.C.H. Scholarship has been a huge honor. It has relieved some of the 
financial stress associated with college. Words cannot express what it means to have those people who 
care about your success and are willing to go the extra mile to make sure we are all making a difference 
in the lives of children. Without the help of T.E.A.C.H., I would not have had the confidence to go get 
that degree that was once an unimaginable thought to me.  
 
Thank you for these blessings, 
 
Callie Schilz 
Associate of arts in early childhood graduate in 2016.”  
 


