
The Praxis® tests     

measure the academic 

skills and subject-

specific content 

knowledge needed for 

teaching. The Praxis 

tests are taken by      

individuals entering the 

teaching profession as 

part of the certification 

process required by 

many states and        

professional licensing 

organizations. 

There are three parts of 

the Praxis: Reading, 

Writing, and            

Mathematics. If you are 

pursuing a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Early       

Childhood Education, 

taking the Praxis will be 

a requirement in order 

to be accepted into your 

school’s teacher        

education program. You 

won’t be able to take 

the higher level courses 

required for your     

Bachelor’s Degree until 

you pass all three      

sections of the Praxis.  

However, 80% of       

students fail to pass at 

least one section on the 

first try, especially the 

math section.  

Metro Community      

College in Omaha is  

offering FREE Praxis  

tutoring with a skilled 

and knowledgeable          

facilitator-coach in a 

positive learning        

environment.  

The instructor is Jill 

Circo. She has been a 

math teacher for the 

last five years, teaching 

6th-8th grades. She also 

taught GED classes at 

MCC for four years. Jill is 

a graduate of College of 

Saint Mary with a M.A. 

Degree in Elementary 

Education. She enjoys 

helping students        

improve their math skills 

and build confidence.   

For more information, 

contact MCC @ 402-598

-7946.  

 

Other Praxis Resources: 

 

https://www.ets.org/

praxis/?wt. ac=etshome 

_praxis_flagship_18041
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https://www. khan-

academy.org/ 
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Amanda Nicholas 

graduated at the end of 

the Summer 2019 term 

with her Associate’s      

Degree in Early Childhood 

Education from             

Metropolitan Community 

College in Omaha. Amanda 

was first awarded a 

T.E.A.C.H. scholarship in 

the Fall 2017 term. She 

completed 43.5 credits 

and graduated with honors 

as a married parent while 

working full time as an 

assistant director in a child 

care program in Omaha. 

Amanda says, “I 

will be forever grateful for 

the T.E.A.C.H. scholarship. 

I don’t think I would have 

gone back to school and 

completed my Associates 

in Applied Science in  

Early Childhood           

Education if I didn’t get 

the financial support from 

T.E.A.C.H. and my        

employer.  I am now   

considering my future 

and thinking about      

applying again so that I 

can complete my      

Bachelor’s through UNK. 

Thank you again to Julie 

Warford, my T.E.A.C.H. 

counselor, and to those 

who sponsor this amazing 

endeavor.”  

CCC: 1/13—5/8   UNK: 1/13—5/7 

MCC: 3/7—5/22   CSC: 1/13—5/2 

MPCC: 1/12—5/7  

NECC: 1/13—5/13 

SCC: 1/13—5/13 

WNCC: 1/13—5/1  

 

(Our other partnering schools are Little Priest and NE Indian Community Colleges & Peru State     

College, Wayne State College, and the University of Nebraska—Lincoln. We currently don’t have any 

students at those schools. ) 

Q & A          Did You Know?  

Student Spotlight 

Spring Term School Schedules (Start/End) 

Did you know that kids need to 
see their names repeated (at 
least) five times in their      
environment to feel like the 
space belongs to them? 

Q: My classes this quarter  
require me to pay for a      
background check and      
something called, 
“Taskstream”. Is this         
something that T.E.A.C..H. can 
pay for, or do I need to pay? 
 
A: Yes, we can pay for this. 
Submit your receipt and you 
can be reimbursed (unless you 
can get it through the 
bookstore). 

Save the Date! 

 

NAEYC 

Week of the Young Child 

April 13-17, 2020 

 

Visit NAEYC.org/woyc to 

learn more! 
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Thank you for taking the 

time to complete and   

return our T.E.A.C.H. Early 

Childhood® NEBRASKA 

survey at the end of last 

year. Your feedback is very 

important to us and we 

hope to receive your     

response to our annual    

survey at the end of this 

year as well! We have  

posted the survey results 

from both our recipients 

and sponsoring programs. 

You can find them on our 

website at 

www.nebraskaaeyc.org in 

the “Education” section. 

(Click on “Current          

Recipient and Sponsor 

Resources) 

 One program responded that it seemed like 

we ask you to complete this survey multiple 

times a year.  
 

 This is an annual survey. (It’s actually a              

requirement of the T.E.A.C.H. National Center that 

we ask for your feedback only once a year.) 

 

 One recipient said, “This will also help me 

when I decide to get an elementary job,        

because it would show that I will make a great 

teacher.” 
 

 Remember, after you complete your coursework 

on the T.E.A.C.H. scholarship, you will also have a 

commitment to fulfil at your sponsoring program 

first, before accepting a position at an elementary 

school, or anywhere else.   

Winter Outdoor Classroom Ideas & Inspiration 

Long Term Winter Explorations (ExchangePress.com) 

2019 T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood® NEBRASKA Survey 

Don’t be afraid to bundle your students up and go outside in the winter! 

 

Go Cloud Gazing: Take time to notice the different types of clouds and record them with 

children. Which clouds bring snow? What colors and shapes do you see in the clouds? 

Place mirrors on the ground and let children observe them from different angles.  

 

Tracks in the Snow: Take time to look outside for tracks in the snow. Can you guess who 

has been there? Can you find tiny bird tracks? Squirrel tracks? Maybe investigate tire 

tracks. How wide is the track? Do you think it was from a car? Truck? Delivery truck? Can 

you find tracks going backward? How do you know?  

 

Where Are the Icicles?: Go on an icicle hunt! Are there any around your school? Do you see 

any up high? How could you measure them? What makes them form? Why are some big 

and some small? Can you find any down low? Can you draw them? Break them off and 

examine them in the sensory table. 

 

Measure Yourselves: Snow can be an excellent tool in showing children a concrete        

example of their own size. Have children lay down in the snow and then measure their 

body. Give them yardsticks, rulers, string, and blocks to size up their imprint. Enjoy     

watching them explore their size from a different perspective.  

 

Keep Winter Nature Journals: Take note of all of the winter nature in your outdoor       

classroom. (Sun, wind, birds, snow, trees, squirrels…) Can this nature inspire artistic 

sketches, charting, scientific observations? Maybe even stories or poems? Do you notice 

changes in nature throughout the winter season?  

 



 

Upcoming Dates 

 

January 20th: MLK, Jr. Day—Office Closed 

January 30th: NE Early Childhood Workforce Commission 

Report Launch—Lincoln 

February 1st: Child Care Conference @ CCC—Grand   

Island (Julie will be there.) 

February 16th: Early Childhood Family Fair—Lincoln 

February 17th: President’s Day—Office Closed 

February 20th-21st—Julie Out Of Office 

February 26th: T.E.A.C.H. Advisory Team Meeting 

 

Nebraska Association 

for the Education of 

Young Children, Inc. 

 

650 J St., Suite 23 

Lincoln, NE 68508 

really want to travel to? 

Italy, I love Italian food! 

7. What is something you are 

afraid of? Losing my family 

8. What’s your least favorite 

subject in school? Biology 

9. What is your favorite    

season? Fall 

10. Do you have a favorite 

holiday? I love Halloween, 

Thanksgiving, & Easter! 

11. What kind of music do you 

like? I listen to so many 

different kinds of music! 

12. What do you like to do in 

your free time? Hang out 

with my family—life moves 

so fast! 

13. Do you have a hidden  

talent? I have so much 

patience, it’s kinda like a 

superpower! 

Brought to you by Cortney  

from Valley County! She is 

currently a teacher in Ord on 

an Associate Degree       

scholarship model.   

1. Where were you born? 

Central City, NE 

2. What is something you 

are proud of? My   

daughter, Emery 

3. If you could meet    

someone famous, past or 

present, who would it 

be? Jesus Christ, William 

Shakespeare, or Albert 

Einstein 

4. If you could have one 

superpower, what would 

it be? Reading minds 

5. What is one of your   

biggest pet peeves?  

People lying to me 

6. What’s one place you 

14. If you had to describe 

yourself in three words, 

what would they be? 

Kind, funny, & forgetful 

15. Do you play, or have you 

played, an instrument? 

Used to play the piano & 

flute 

16. If I weren’t a teacher, I’d 

be… A counselor 

17. What is your favorite 

movie? Harry Potter 

18. What is your favorite 

color? Purple, Yellow, 

Teal 

19. Do you prefer writing in 

pen or pencil? Pencil 

20. What’s your favorite  

subject in school? I loved 

math when I was in high 

school, and accounting. 

Thank you, Cortney, for    

sharing! 

20 Questions 

Phone: 402-858-5143 

Email: jwarford@ 

nebraskaaeyc.org 

“Educating Nebraska’s Early 

Childhood Workforce” 

Like us on Facebook &  

Instagram! 


